
 

 

 
https://doi.org/10.18485/esptoday.2017.5.2.7        Vol. 5(2)(2017): 266-290 

e-ISSN:2334-9050  

Guzman Mancho-Barés* 
 

University of Lleida, Spain 
gmancho@dal.udl.cat  
 

Elisabet Arnó-Macià 
 

Polytechnic University of Catalonia, Spain 
elisabet.arno@upc.edu  
 

EMI LECTURER TRAINING PROGRAMMES AND 
ACADEMIC LITERACIES: A CRITICAL INSIGHT 
FROM ESP 
 
 

Abstract  
 
As EMI involves the integration of content and discipline-specific communication, this 
study focuses on intersections between ESP and EMI, especially on how ESP can 
contribute to improving discipline-specific communication in EMI from the 
perspective of content lecturers’ needs. Specifically, this study provides an overview of 
EMI training programmes offered by universities in Catalonia (Spain), and explores 
the written genres assigned by content lecturers in EMI subjects. EMI training 
programmes are classified according to their orientation: communication, pedagogy, 
and multilingualism/multiculturalism (Fortanet-Gómez, 2010; Kurtán, 2003). Our 
analysis pays special attention to the extent to which there is an ESP focus in such 
training and is complemented by a questionnaire to a group of EMI lecturers on their 
reported use/teaching of disciplinary genres, following Nesi and Gardner (2012). 
Findings shed light on practices and expectations related to discipline-specific genre 
pedagogy, an area that is at the crossroads between EMI and ESP. By examining 
lecturer perspectives on EMI alongside institutional policies and training programmes, 
this study can help lecturers cope with the challenges of EMI, and contribute to further 
developing EMI-ESP lecturer collaboration.  
 

Key words   
 
genre analysis, EMI lecturer training programmes, ESP, interdisciplinary collaboration, 
academic writing. 

                                                 
* Corresponding address: Guzman Mancho-Barés, Department of English and Linguistics, University 
of Lleida, Pl/ Víctor Siurana, 1, 25003 Lleida, (Catalonia) Spain. 


