E S'P-Today

JOURNAL OF ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC
PURPOSES AT TERTIARY LEVEL

Camino Rea Rizzo*

Area of Modern Languages
Technical University of Cartagena, Spain
Camino.rea@upct.es

THE IMPACT OF BREXIT ON TOURISM AS RELEASED
BY THE PRESS: A CORPUS-DRIVEN LEXICAL ANALYSIS

The tourism and hospitality industry is one of the sectors that could be
significantly affected by the exit of the United Kingdom from the European Union.
The potential consequences of the separation started to be echoed by the mass
media as soon as the Leave result had been released. In this study, a corpus of
online news counting 201,108 tokens and covering the immediate reactions to the
Brexit referendum in the tourism sector is analysed using WordSmith tools with
the aim to explore the lexical choice of the press to report on the impact of Brexit
on tourism. Although the results of the analysis present a temporary overview of
the situation, corresponding to the time span covered (from the immediate
aftermath of the referendum to the beginning of 2018), both negative wordforms
and their extended context evidence the negative consequences forecast for the
economy in general, whereas the opposite effect is found for the tourism sector. In
addition, there are instances of newly coined words such as Brexit, Brexiteer and
Brexodus, and the top keywords manage to provide a clear account of the topic that
answers the 5 Ws characterising the news genre. All in all, a pervasive sense of
uncertainty and concern about the future after Brexit is perceived all along the
samples.
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