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NEGOTIATING THEORETICAL IMPLICATION IN
MANAGEMENT RESEARCH ARTICLE DISCUSSIONS

Demonstrating the theoretical contribution of new research is essential if the work
is considered worthy of publication. This study draws upon genre-based research
to explore the means by which theoretical implications are textually realized,
negotiated, and promoted to readers in terms of their constituent components and
argumentation patterns. By conducting a rhetorical analysis on the discussion
section of 60 management research articles, the present study reveals theoretical
implications are achieved through a combination of three constituent steps: Stating
theoretical implication, Showcasing the theoretical background, and Justifying the
theoretical value, and their related substeps. Three salient argumentation patterns
are typically employed by research article (RA) authors to negotiate the theoretical
value of the novel research. The findings indicate that to transform a new finding
into disciplinary knowledge requires contextualizing that finding in a relevant
theoretical domain, ascribing value to the finding and interpreting and explaining
its meaning in terms of its theoretical insights. It also highlights pedagogical focus
should illuminate the pathways for effectively defending and justifying the
demonstrated theoretical value.
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